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Description

Research indicates that the quality of early child care environments plays an important role in influencing young children’s development.  However, apart from studies that shed light on the importance of education, wage and structural factors in the child care provider’s work environment, analysis of the nonparental caregiver’s personal characteristics and resources and their effect on quality of care is in its infancy.  This study examines the unique and combined influences of several factors in 65 licensed family child care providers’ lives that may promote or undermine quality caregiving.  Guided by Belsky’s ecological model. “the determinants of parenting” (1984), the study explores links between determinants of family child care providers that include education and training, psychological well-being, adult attachment style, commitment to care, social support, providers’ perceptions regarding the ease or difficulty of their current child care group and quality of care.  Statistically significant findings in this study may indicate that quality of care is not only influenced by process and structural components found in diverse child care environments, but by factors that incorporate nonparental caregivers’ perceptions of the group and importantly, the personal and supportive characteristics unique to family child care settings.  Overall, this study has a unique potential for building consensus and shared partnerships between professionals, practitioners and policymakers because it represents a first attempt to join knowledge bases from parenting and child care perspectives and thereby serves as a bridge to our common understanding of the parental and nonparental determinants known to influence collaborative and quality childrearing.

Major Research Questions

· Are licensed family child care providers’ characteristics and resources of education and training, psychological well-being, adult attachment style, commitment to care, global social support network resources, and perceptions regarding the ease or difficulty of the group each separately and uniquely predictive of higher levels of quality care?

· How are the licensed provider’s family child care income, tendency toward depression, commitment to family child care and supportive network resources associated with provider characteristics and resources that may be considered important determinants of quality care?

· What different combinations of education and training predict higher levels of quality care in licensed family child care settings?

· Are there particular supportive resources that the majority of licensed providers find more helpful than others?

· What is the most important source of support available to licensed providers personally in family child care?

Research and Evaluation Design

 Licensed providers reflecting a range of urban and rural communities located in Dane County, Wisconsin will be recruited from a 1999 list of 324 licensed providers currently registered with the Wisconsin Department of Health and Social Services, Southern Regional Office.  Following a randomized procedure, licensed providers will be sent a letter introducing the study and inviting their participation.  A postage-paid postcard addressed to the investigator will be included in the mailing to give the provider the option of declining participation via mail or to indicate their interest in the study along with a good time to reach them by telephone.  A small gratuity of $30.00 will be offered to each provider who completes the study.  Within a week of receiving the introductory study letter, providers who have not returned their postcard or those who have indicated an interest in the study will be systematically contacted by telephone and invited to self select into the study, beginning with the first randomized number.  The Family Day Care Rating Scale (FDCRS), developed by Harms and Clifford (1989), will be used to assess global quality of care during a morning observation at providers’ homes.  Following the observation, providers will be asked to fill out a questionnaire that incorporates several self report instruments in order to gather information about provider’s characteristics and resources.  Regression analyses will examine the separate and unique effects of each predictor on quality of care.  
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